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Concept note for UNDESA regional consultation
Understanding an ‘ecosystem’ approach to strengthening effectiveness of international development
cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean

9 December 2021, 11:00 am to 1:00 pm (GMT/UTC -3, Santiago time)
Virtual meeting on Zoom

Objective: DESA/FSDO will organize an informal virtual workshop for the Latin American and Caribbean
region, which will focus on the conceptualization and development of an ‘ecosystems’ approach to
strengthening the effectiveness of international development cooperation, integrating regional perspectives
and national realities. Discussions will draw on practical policies, innovative tools and dynamic
partnerships that developing countries and their partners are advancing toward achieving their country’s
development cooperation priorities.

Background: The findings of the 2019/2020 DCF survey exercise and the recommendations from the 2021
High-level meeting of the DCF identified capacity gaps and emphasized the need for an “ecosystems”
approach to effective development cooperation. This systems approach uses national development
cooperation policies and related enablers as a foundation to address key challenges and opportunities in
enhancing quality, impact and effectiveness of development cooperation against a changing risk landscape.
The survey exercise and 2021 Forum also underscored the importance of regional variations, with
implications for how effective development cooperation ecosystems function in different regional and
national contexts. The consultations in the Latin American and Caribbean region will engage relevant
stakeholders in support of the development of targeted policy and practical guidance in 2022 to support
developing countries in navigating the technical aspects of strengthening country-level ecosystems for
effective development cooperation.

Stakeholders: Key stakeholders invited will be representatives of line ministries (e.g., Ministries of Finance,
Development Cooperation, Planning and/or others) from governments in Latin America and the Caribbean.
Key development cooperation actors in the region will also be invited to contribute to the discussion,
including representatives of development partners from other regions, regional organizations, multilateral
development banks, national development banks, civil society and the UN system, among others.

Format: The regional consultation will be held online virtually and by invitation only. The discussion will
be organized and moderated by DESA/FSDO, engaging participants in candid, interactive discussion under
the Chatham House rule. Simultaneous interpretation in Spanish and English will be provided. Key
messages will be shared with the participants and the discussion points will be reflected in a guidance paper
on regional perspectives on an “ecosystem” approach to strengthening the effectiveness of international
development cooperation.

Draft programme

11:00 - 11:05 Ms. Caroline Lombardo, Chief, International Tax and Development Cooperation
Branch, Financing for Sustainable Development Office, UNDESA

11:05-11:10 Mr. Esteban Pérez, Chief, Financing For Development Unit, Economic
Development Division, UN ECLAC

11:10 - 12:55 Strengthening quality, impact and effectiveness of development cooperation in
the region: National and regional innovations in support of development
cooperation that reduces risk and builds resilience

Moderator: Mr. Daniel Platz, DCF Team Lead, FSDO, UNDESA


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83978405707?pwd=U0VuRk9pbk9RWXYrcGJUL1VhMTNXdz09
https://www.un.org/development/desa/financing/sites/www.un.org.development.desa.financing/files/2020-08/DCF-July8-Final3-rev%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/financing/sites/www.un.org.development.desa.financing/files/2021-09/2021%20DCF%20High-level%20Meeting%20Summary-glossy.pdf

12:55-1:00

Speakers:

Mr. Martin Rivero, Coordinator of the Area of Social Cohesion and
South-South Cooperation, SEGIB (Iberoamerica)

Mr. Franco Martinez Montt, Undersecretary for Development
Cooperation, Guatemala

Ms. Sandra Lara, Director of Multilateral Cooperation, Ministry of
Economy, Planning and Development, Dominican Republic

Mr. Alvaro Célderon, Director, Directorate of International Cooperation;
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Colombia

Mr. Franz Rojas, Principal Executive, Directorate of Analysis and
Technical Evaluation of Sustainable Development, Development Bank of
Latin America (CAF)

Dr. Rashed Al Mahmud Titumir, Professor of Economics, University of
Dhaka

Moderated, interactive discussion among all participants

Guiding questions:

i)

What are the most critical challenges to sustainable development in the
region, including those revealed by the pandemic, where development
cooperation can contribute more strategically and be deployed most
effectively? How are developing countries prioritizing these issues in their
work with their various development partners?

How can development cooperation help or contribute in creating fiscal
space for investing in an inclusive, sustainable recovery and the SDGs?
For more effective development cooperation, which specific national and
local capacities need to be developed urgently in your country? What role
does regional cooperation play in this?

What is working best and what could be strengthened in current
development cooperation systems at the national level? What tools,
innovations and partnerships have been used to adapt development
cooperation policies and practices to become more risk-informed and
resilient to face emerging risks?

What obstacles need to be overcome to ensure that development
cooperation responds to realities at the sub-national level and in local
communities?

Final thoughts and comments

Final comments and recommendations from participants
Closing by DESA/FSDO


https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=p3zrM-IAAAAJ&hl=en
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=p3zrM-IAAAAJ&hl=en

