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From: Waerzeggers, Christophe J. 
Sent: Monday, 13 March, 2023 5:22 AM 
To: Taxreport2023 <taxreport2023@un.org>; 

Subject: RE: Call for public input: Promotion of inclusive and effective tax cooperation at the United Nations 

Dear FSDO Colleagues, 

In response to your call for public input in response to the December 2022 Resolution of the UN General 
Assembly on the “Promotion of inclusive and effective international tax cooperation at the United Nations”, 
please find below for your consideration references and descriptions of the following Fund papers on 
international taxation: 

 IMF, 2023, “International Corporate Tax Reform,” IMF Policy Paper 2023/001

Our most recent policy paper provides a qualitative and quantitative assessment of the Two-Pillar agreement 
agreed within the OECD/G-20 Inclusive Framework (building on the assessment criteria developed in the 2019 
paper, see hereafter), and discusses countries’ strategic decisions in responding to that agreement. The paper 
also discusses other international tax cooperation initiatives, including through the United Nations (UN). In this 
regard, the paper provides support for the complementary role of the UN in international tax cooperation and 
highlights some of the tax treaty mechanisms developed by the UN to date to collect and enforce source 
country taxing rights, which are particularly relevant and important for low income countries (LICs). Finally, the 
paper looks at the possible future agenda for international tax reform with a particular focus on the specific 
circumstances and revenue needs of LICs, which could be considered by the UN in its future international tax 
cooperation efforts.  

 IMF, 2019, “Corporate Taxation in the Global Economy,” IMF Policy Paper 2019/007

Our 2019 policy paper identified and discussed various principle-based options for the fundamental reform of 
the international corporate tax system to address mounting pressures on the system due to the cross-border 
spillovers from profit shifting and tax competition. The paper developed a set of criteria against which it 
assessed each of those reform options—features of which are reflected in the OECD/IF Blueprint for the 2-
Pillar agreement. The paper notably also features a section that reflects on the existing governance 
arrangements for international tax reform, including on the role of the Platform for Collaboration on Tax. 

A fuller account of the Fund’s engagement on international tax issues—including in the context of our 
surveillance and capacity development activities—can be found in Box 1 at pp. 6 – 7 of our 2023 paper. Fund 
staff also actively participates in an observer capacity in the various international tax standard setting bodies at 
the UN and OECD. In this respect, we recall the comments we previously provided on (the then proposed) 

Article 12B of the UN Model Tax Convention (see IMF Staff, 2021, “Comments on Proposed UN Article 12B of 
the UN Model Tax Convention (Automated Digital Services)”).  

Finally, we look forward to engaging with you further in the context of your planned stakeholder 
briefings/consultations to further inform the preparation of the report by the Secretary-General, including in the 
context of the upcoming sessions of the UN Committee of Experts on International Cooperation in Tax Matters 
and of the ECOSOC Committee. 

Sincerely, 

Christophe Waerzeggers, also on behalf of Ruud de Mooij, Alex Klemm, Shafik Hebous, and Cory Hillier 
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