
Building Tax Capacity

Give advice on how the
UN can assist countries in
building capacity in
administering taxes. 

Practical Guidance

Generate practical
guidance for
governments, tax
administrations and
taxpayers to strengthen
tax systems. 

Norms & Policy

Prevent “double (or
multiple) taxation” and
“non-taxation” by creating
tax norms and shaping
international tax policy. 

Broaden Tax Base

Assist countries to
broaden their tax base.

International Tax
Cooperation

Strengthen international
cooperation on domestic
and international tax
matters to curb
aggressive tax avoidance
and evasion. 

The Committee of Experts on
International Cooperation in Tax Matters
is a subsidiary body of the United Nations
Economic and Social Council.

The Committee comprises 25 members
nominated by Governments and
appointed by the Secretary-General for
a four-year term to serve in their
personal capacities as experts. 

The membership represents a diversity
of tax systems. 

WHAT IS IT?

The Committee encourages and enjoys
broad engagement in its work by
Member States' observers and other
stakeholders.

FOCUS AREAS

Members of the 2021-2025 UN Tax Committee pose for a group photo on the sidelines of its
26th Session in New York. The Committee integrates "Tax & SDGs" in all its work.

The UN Tax Committee is globally
recognized for its work in norm and
policy shaping and provision of practical
guidance in international tax
cooperation, which is heavily drawn
upon in building country capacities in
tax policy and administration for
sustainable development. 

subsidiary body

https://financing.desa.un.org/what-we-do/ECOSOC/tax-committee/about
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/ecosoc-subsidiary-bodies
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/about-us
https://youtu.be/ptlVWTbTLRk
https://youtu.be/ptlVWTbTLRk
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/ecosoc-subsidiary-bodies
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SUBCOMMITTEES

WORKING GROUPS 

Much of the substantive work of the
Committee is undertaken all year
round by the Subcommittees and
Working Groups, many of which are
multi-stakeholder and multi-
disciplinary. 

The Committee works with the active
engagement of Member States'
observers and experts from
international organizations, academia,
civil society and the private sector. 
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What is the
relationship
between tax
and the
SDGs? 

01

03

02

04

"Our Common Agenda"
Report of the Secretary-
General highlights a
reformed international tax
system as key to the
achievement of a more just
and sustainable world.

"Our Common Agenda"

Pandemic Recovery

Multiple Goals

Domestic Resources

Fiscal policies can help the
simultaneous achievement of
multiple goals such as
reduction of inequalities and
promotion of sustainable
consumption and production. 

Strong fiscal policies and
international tax
cooperation are critical to
pandemic recovery and to
avert a lost decade of
sustainable development. 

Tax is a powerful tool for
the mobilization and
effective use of domestic
resources for sustainable
development.

https://www.un.org/en/common-agenda


Tax collection gives governments the
resources necessary for development and
poverty alleviation.

By fighting tax avoidance and evasion,
countries can raise resources to fight
poverty, hunger, and inequality; and
finance education programs.

The Committee also seeks to strengthen
the role of women in tax policy, e.g.,
through gender-sensitive capacity
development.

01 Multiple issues

Through its work on health taxes, the
Committee contributes to better health
outcomes. 

02Key issue

By fighting harmful tax evasion and
avoidance, the Committee helps in
increasing trust in institutions and the
rule of law and thus the bond between
citizens and their government.

Helps build strong tax administrations by
issuing guidance products that help build
capacity. 

The Committee promotes international
tax cooperation through inclusive and
transparent norm-setting.

It supports developing countries through
capacity development initiatives that
build the technical know-how of tax
administrations for domestic resource
mobilization.

The Committee's work also helps to tame
double and non-taxation and spur trade
and investment. 

05 Key issue

Multiple issues 04

Sustainable development means
separating economic growth from
environmental degradation.

The UN Tax Committee published the UN
Handbook on Carbon Taxation and the UN
Handbook for Taxation of the Extractive
Industries to give guidance to developing
countries in this area.

Environmental taxes have the dual benefit
of raising revenues and shaping behaviour
and are, therefore, a powerful and efficient
tool for green and sustainable recovery. 

Multiple issues03

How does the UN Tax Committee
contribute to the SDGs?

https://desapublications.un.org/file/918/download
https://www.un.org/esa/ffd/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Extractives-Handbook_2017.pdf


 
taxcommittee@un.org 

D O W N L O A D S

Watch - The UN Tax Committee's Video

Publications of the UN Tax Committee

UN Tax Committee - Frequently Asked Questions

TALK TO US
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