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The SDG Investment Fair is a platform for connecting investors, private and public institutions,

and UN representatives to collaborate on reaching the 2030 SDG Agenda and its 17 Sustainable
Development Goals through concrete investment opportunities. 

The Fair creates an inclusive space for stakeholders to exchange and broker knowledge, create

synergies, and kickstart engagements around priority investable opportunities in the SDGs

driven from the ground up and championed by participating countries.

Launched in 2018, the SDG Investment Fair has evolved from an annual event to a year-round

platform. Its principal activity is organizing convenings, which enable countries to present
projects and initiatives that can advance their SDG agenda directly to potential investors.
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WHAT IS THE SDG INVESTMENT FAIR? 



THE FAIR IN NUMBERS 
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25

$66bn SDG-aligned investment opportunities showcased.

9 Fairs held since their launch by UN-DESA in 2018.

18 Countries benefited from the ‘Delivering Finance to the SDGs’
workshop, which boosted capacity for private investments.

7, 8, 11, 13

25
Countries who have actively participated in live
investment presentations.

The most frequently targeted SDGs across the projects
presented at the Fair. 7, 8, 11, 13

Unique investment opportunities presented 140
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PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES
To date, 25 countries have participated in the SDG
Investment Fair. The Fair has a global focus with an
emphasis on emerging and frontier markets.



0 5

PARTICIPATION BY REGION

LATIN AMERICAN
STATES

36%

AFRICAN STATES
44%

 ASIA-PACIFIC
STATES

12%

 EASTERN
EUROPEAN STATES

8%
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PROJECT PORTFOLIO - SECTORS

The Fair’s Portfolio of USD 66
billion worth of prospective SDG
investments span a wide range
of sectors. The largest share is in
transportation, clean energy,
and agriculture.

Transportation (28%) 
SDG 11
Impacting Economic Growth
& Decent Work SDG 8

Clean Energy (18%)
SDG 7
Impacting Climate
Action SDG 13Agriculture (15%)

SDG 2
Impacting Climate Action SDG 13



SECTORAL DISTRIBUTION OF PROJECTS 
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SAMPLE LIST OF PARTICIPATING INVESTORS
AND DEVELOPMENT FINANCE ACTORS
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Africa:

Development Bank of Southern Africa
Rand Merchant Bank
Ecobank
Safaricom
Johannesburg Stock Exchange

Asia:

AVPN
Infosys
Greater Pacific Capital
Monetary Authority of Singapore

Europe:

Alecta
Standard Chartered
UBS
APG Asset Management
Allianz
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
European Investment Bank
BNP Paribas Asset Management
Nordea
SEB
UK Trade & Investment
Shell Foundation

Latin America:

Bancolombia
Inter-American Development Bank
CAF Development Bank of Latin America
GRT Partners
Pellecchia International
CEMEX

North America:

Citi
Global Delta Capital
Wells Fargo
Bank of America
JP Morgan Chase
State Street Global Advisors
CalPERS
PIMCO
BNY Mellon
KIVA
BlackRock
S&P Global
Moody’s
Pegasus Capital Advisors 

Global/International:

International Finance Corporation
Global Infrastructure Hub
Private Infrastructure Development Group
Islamic Development Bank
Emerging Markets Investors Alliance
United Nations Foundation

United Nations Entities:

United Nations Global Compact & UNGC CFO Coalition
UNEP and the UN PRI
UNCTAD
UNDP
IFAD
UNCDF
UNIDO
Joint SDG Fund
FAO 
Common Fund for Commodities



Over 80% of global energy needs are still being met by fossil fuels. 

Namibia is building significant momentum in the clean energy sector. Following its first
presentation of a USD 720 million scalable Green Hydrogen project at the April 2022 Fair
the country took a major step forward by signing a USD 10 billion deal in late 2023 to
export green hydrogen to Europe. Shortly thereafter, Namibia convened a dedicated
investor outreach session in partnership with the Fair to showcase priority PPP projects
and pilots. At UNGA 79 in September 2024, the Fair co-hosted a green hydrogen investor
forum with Namibia’s Trade and Investment Board, led by the Namibian Minister of
Energy. The event attracted 40 investors, project developers, and experts, including the
Minister of Energy and Mines and the Presidential Advisor on green hydrogen. It fostered
new partnerships, particularly with North American investors, and provided guidance on
improving project bankability. UN-DESA continues to support the country in promoting
an investment-ready portfolio of clean energy projects, and in providing technical advice
on energy transition investments, positioning Namibia as a key player in a new market.

In April 2019, Egypt presented an investment proposal for a USD 4 billion solar energy
project in the Aswan region. Today, the BenBan solar park is operational, with 34 power
plants, each with a capacity of 50 MWs. The project reduces 2 million tonnes of carbon
emissions each year, setting Egypt on course to reach a target under its NDC to attain a
42% renewable energy mix by 2035.  
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PROJECT PORTFOLIO & SDG IMPACT

The Fair has seen ~USD 15 billion worth of clean energy project proposals

https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/hyphen-namibia-agree-next-phase-10-bln-green-hydrogen-project-2023-05-24/
https://www.afdb.org/en/success-stories/egypt-benban-model-clean-energy-production-africa-60169
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Transitioning to a sustainable economy by 2050 will require an average annual investment
of USD 9.2 trillion in physical assets. 

Ecuador presented the Manta-Quevedo Road Project, led by the Secretariat for Public-
Private Investment and the Ministry of Public Works. With a total cost of USD 497.3 million,
the project aims to improve regional transportation, reducing travel time, operational costs,
and CO2 emissions by 10,000 tons per year, while generating over 9,900 jobs and saving USD
20 million annually. Three months after the SDG Investment Fair, the project secured
funding from the International Finance Corporation (IFC). Further feasibility studies are
underway, with IFC potentially advising on financing and liaising with private investors. The
initiative promises to boost intra-regional trade and drive sustainable economic growth. 

In April 2024 Colombia presented a comprehensive portfolio of sustainable transportation
and logistics projects. Notable initiatives presented included the La Dorada – Chiriguaná
Railway Corridor, with a CAPEX+OPEX of USD 750 million; the Villeta - Guadua road project,
estimated at USD 1,581 million; and the IP Gustavo Rojas Pinilla Airport in San Andres,
estimated at SD 253.93 million. 

In April 2022, Nigeria presented a USD 40 million recycling plant proposal in Nnewi. The
facility, operated by the Chicason Group of Companies, is now one of the largest in Nigeria.

With global infrastructure assets under management (AUM) projected to reach USD 2.29
trillion by 2029, building a pipeline of bankable projects is crucial to prevent the
accumulation of dry powder reserves. The Fair has contributed to this effort by
facilitating over USD 40 billion in projects promoting sustainable infrastructure and
industrial innovation. Through tailored briefings, targeted matchmaking, and investor
engagement, it has supported the advancement of SDG 9.

Catalyzing Sustainable Infrastructure for Trade and Job Growth

https://www.mckinsey.com/capabilities/sustainability/our-insights/the-net-zero-transition-what-it-would-cost-what-it-could-bring


Between 5.7 and 8.4 million deaths are attributed to poor quality care each year in low-
and middle-income countries (LMICs). 

In April 2024, Brazil unveiled the New Center for Final Processing of
Immunobiologicals (NCPFI), a transformative project aimed at establishing Latin
America’s largest vaccine packaging facility in Santa Cruz, Brazil. This initiative will
significantly enhance Brazil’s role in global vaccine production and distribution,
transitioning the country from being a net importer to a major exporter of vaccines,
capable of meeting 98% of its domestic demand and supplying over 70 countries. The
project is well advanced in its efforts to secure approximately USD 1.2 billion in debt
financing by 2025, building on a USD 300 million equity investment from Fiocruz-
BioManguinhos, a government-backed biotech research and innovation agency.

Kenya pitched a public-private partnership for primary healthcare at the 2021 Fair.
After finding sponsorship and investment, a pilot consisting of just three clinics has
now expanded throughout the country. As a result, patient intake has increased by
92% and thousands of people have gained access to affordable care. Kenya was also
the first country to benefit from technical assistance through the Fair which provided
targeted support to enhance the investment readiness of 3 innovative SDG investment
initiatives. For example, a groundbreaking health development impact bond, whose
first issuance target was exceeded, was launched after the Fair after support for
investor targeting and stakeholder engagement. A second bond issuance is in the
works to sustain the growth of a successful social enterprise and network of clinics.
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Nearly USD 2 billion in prospective health care projects presented

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/quality-health-services
https://investinternational.nl/case/partnership-for-primary-care/


Every year an estimated 827,000 people die around the world from lack of
clean water and poor sanitation. In March 2019, Indonesia presented a USD
142 million PPP project at the Fair, Jatiluhar Regional Water Supply, one of
three tenders by the Ministry of Public Works and Housing. A deal was
signed in February 2021 and will see access to clean water in Jakarta
increase by 4,000 liters/second and reduce dependence on groundwater
whilst contributing to lower morbidity and mortality from diseases caused
by poor water quality.

In April 2024, Kazakhstan’s Deputy Minister of Economy outlined how the
country has leveraged its Integrated National Financing Framework (INFF)
to attract foreign investment, particularly around the preparation of a
pipeline of bankable public-private partnerships. Kazakhstan is now in
negotiations with partners to fund large-scale projects including
sustainable water management. These efforts aim to attract sustainable
investments, expand water access, reduce climate vulnerabilities, and
support impactful PPPs through de-risking mechanisms.
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The Fair has showcased ~USD 357 million in Water & Sanitation projects

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/sanitation
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PROJECT PORTFOLIO LIST
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PROJECT PORTFOLIO LIST
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The Financing for Sustainable Development Office (FSDO) helps governments

finance and implement sustainable development, the 2030 Agenda, and the

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), through: support for intergovernmental

negotiations and global norm-setting; analytical work; and capacity development.

The Strategic Engagement and Policy Integration Branch (SEPIB) of FSDO

organizes high-level intergovernmental and multi-stakeholder dialogues on

Financing for Development. The branch also drives engagement and

collaborations with the private sector through initiatives like the Global Investors

for Sustainable Development Alliance (GISD), in line with the UN Secretary-

General’s vision, and the SDG Investment Fair.

To find out more about the Fair head to https://financing.desa.un.org/SDGIFair

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://financing.desa.un.org/SDGIFair
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The information in this document is for information purposes only. UN DESA does not endorse and/or recommend any commercial or
other entity and/or products including financial products, goods, or services. UN DESA cannot be held financially or legally liable for the
use of and reliance of the opinions, estimates, forecasts, and findings in these documents. No reference to UN DESA should be
considered as an advice or recommendation by UN DESA to investors or potential investors in relation to holding, purchasing, or selling
securities or financial products or instruments.

Follow us!

@UNDESA

United Nations Department of Economic and
Social Affairs

United Nations Department of Economic and
Social Affairs (DESA)

https://x.com/UNDESA
https://www.linkedin.com/company/united-nations-department-of-economic-and-social-affairs/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/united-nations-department-of-economic-and-social-affairs/
https://www.facebook.com/joinundesa
https://www.facebook.com/joinundesa

