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Australia’s interventions on to the zero draft Outcome document of the Fourth International Conference on Financing for Development

II. C. International Development Cooperation 
· On P38 a), we propose that language aligns with UN General Assembly Resolution (A_RES_70_1) on the 2030 Agenda.   
· Regarding P38 c), Australia is committed to delivery of ODA through genuine partnerships with stakeholders, including through budget support where appropriate. We would not support language that would commit Australia to undertake certain actions through our ODA program, which is tailored for the unique circumstances of each partner.  
· The meaning of P38 d) is unclear, and we propose that it is strengthened as a call for “all” to scale up assistance for humanitarian emergencies as well as development assistance.   
· On P38 g), we oppose language which supports calls for further capital increases as this is a matter for MDB shareholders and their Boards. The priority should be to encourage increasing lending headroom from within existing resources through MDBs fully implementing the Capital Adequacy Framework recommendations. We support language encouraging originate-to-distribute models. 
· On P38 h), we suggest rechannelling SDRs “including” through MDBs, rather than only through MDBs, by countries in a position to do so.  
· On P38 i), we oppose calls for MDBs to improve lending terms across the board. MDBs have finite resources and improved lending terms should be targeted to those most in need. We support MDBs scaling up local currency lending.  
· Regarding P38 k) we note that MDB mandates go beyond the SDGs, so we suggest adding “where appropriate” after “work towards standardised approaches”.  
· Regarding P39, Australia cannot support language on Common But Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR) that goes beyond the Paris Agreement. This language conflates CBDR language with sustainable development and poverty. Furthermore, we propose emphasising that: (i) finance will come from a wide range of sources, instruments and channels, (ii) that it is in the context of developing countries delivering ambitious mitigation and adaptation action, and (iii) include the MDB formulation, which is critical to the outcome.
· In P39 c), we propose that countries are “encouraged” to scale up contributions to the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage. 
· In P39 d), we do not support providing “sufficient climate finance” as this amount may be beyond Australia’s capability.  
· In P39 e), Australia does not support treaty-level language and proposes to change the reference to “we agree” with “we endeavour”. Australia does not support concentration of our contributions to climate funds under the UNFCCC, since our regional neighbours often request and prefer bilateral climate finance.
· In P40 a), we propose elevating country ownership, and not just leadership, to support inclusivity.  
· In P41 a) Australia supports calling for the Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation (GPEDC) to monitor development effectiveness to inform country-led plans and decision making through country-led platforms.  
· In P41 c) ii. we propose strengthening language by “support better evidence of development impact” being followed by “leveraging development financing and results data published to the International Aid Transparency Initiative Standard”.
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