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The SDG Investment Fair (the “Fair”) is a solution-oriented, UN platform that fosters peer

learning, information exchange, and partnership-building to bridge the SDG investment gap.

Launched in 2018, the Fair has evolved into an inclusive arena for Member States, Development

Finance Actors, and Investors to promote innovative development financing practices through

the sharing and brokering of state-of-the-art, market-grounded knowledge. Its interventions

highlight concrete investment opportunities, boost national planners' ability to engage

investors, and help governments improve their strategic planning for SDG-aligned investment.

The Sevilla Commitment adopted at the Fourth International Conference on Financing for

Development (FfD4) in July 2025 encourages countries to use the Fair platform to “to catalyze

investment,” to “enhance implementation”, and to present their SDG project opportunities

particularly in the realm of digital public goods and infrastructure.
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WHAT IS THE SDG INVESTMENT FAIR? 



THE FAIR IN NUMBERS 
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25

$73bn SDG-aligned investment opportunities showcased.

10 Fairs held since their launch by UN-DESA in 2018.

31
Countries who have actively participated in live
investment presentations.

The most frequently targeted SDGs across the projects
presented at the Fair. 7, 8, 11, 13

Unique investment opportunities presented.163

10
Additional countries engaged through capacity-building
support — without project presentations.
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PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES
To date, 31 countries  have showcased investment projects
through the SDG Investment Fair. The Fair has a global
focus with an emphasis on emerging and frontier markets.



0 5

PARTICIPATION BY REGION

LATIN AMERICAN
STATES
35.5%

AFRICAN STATES
41.9%

 ASIA-PACIFIC
STATES
16.1%

 EASTERN
EUROPEAN STATES

6.5%
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PROJECT PORTFOLIO - SECTORS
The Fair’s portfolio of USD 73
billion in SDG-aligned
investment opportunities spans
a wide range of sectors. The
largest share is in Transport &
Logistics Infrastrucure, Clean
Energy, and Agriculture.

Transport & Logistics
Infrastructure (27%) 
SDG 11
Impacting Economic Growth
& Decent Work SDG 8

Clean Energy (19%)
SDG 7
Impacting Climate
Action SDG 13

Agriculture (15%)
SDG 2
Impacting Climate Action SDG 13



SECTORAL DISTRIBUTION OF PROJECTS 
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SAMPLE LIST OF PARTICIPATING INVESTORS
AND DEVELOPMENT FINANCE ACTORS
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Africa:

Development Bank of Southern Africa
Rand Merchant Bank
Ecobank
Safaricom
Johannesburg Stock Exchange

Asia:

Asian Development Bank 
AVPN
Infosys
Greater Pacific Capital
Monetary Authority of Singapore

Europe:

Alecta
Standard Chartered
HSBC
UBS
APG Asset Management
Allianz
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
European Investment Bank
BNP Paribas Asset Management
Nordea
SEB
UK Trade & Investment
Shell Foundation

Latin America:

Bancolombia
Inter-American Development Bank
CAF Development Bank of Latin America
GRT Partners
Pellecchia International
CEMEX

North America:

Citi
Global Delta Capital
Wells Fargo
iSquared Capital
Bank of America
JP Morgan Chase
State Street Global Advisors
CalPERS
PIMCO
BNY Mellon
KIVA
BlackRock
S&P Global
Moody’s
Pegasus Capital Advisors 

Global/International:

International Finance Corporation
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 
Global Infrastructure Hub
Private Infrastructure Development Group
Islamic Development Bank
Emerging Markets Investors Alliance
United Nations Foundation

United Nations Entities:

United Nations Global Compact & UNGC CFO Coalition
UNEP and the UN PRI
UNCTAD
UNDP
IFAD
UNCDF
UNIDO
Joint SDG Fund
FAO 
Common Fund for Commodities



Closing infrastructure gaps in developing countries is more than connectivity—it’s a catalyst
for transformation. Sustainable infrastructure lowers trade costs, opens access to essential
services, and drives inclusive growth. Every investment accelerates progress toward the SDGs,
creating jobs and unlocking opportunity for millions.

In April 2024, Ecuador presented the Manta-Quevedo Road Project, led by the Secretariat for
Public-Private Investment and the Ministry of Public Works. The USD 497.3 million project
aims to improve transport, reducing travel time, operational costs, and CO₂ emissions by  
10,000 tons per year, while generating over 9,900 jobs and saving USD 20 million annually.
Three months after the Fair, the project secured funding from the International Finance
Corporation (IFC). Further feasibility studies are underway, with IFC potentially advising on
financing and engaging private investors. The initiative is expected to boost intra-regional
trade and drive sustainable economic growth.

In April 2022, Nigeria presented a USD 40 million recycling plant proposal in Nnewi. The
facility, operated by the Chicason Group of Companies, is now one of the largest in Nigeria.

With global infrastructure AUM projected to reach USD 2.29 trillion by 2029, building a
pipeline of bankable projects is essential to avoid growing dry-powder reserves. The Fair has
supported a substantial pipeline of projects aligned with SDG 9, facilitating critical
investments in sustainable infrastructure and industrial innovation. It has also advanced
SDG 9 through bespoke briefing sessions, targeted investor engagement meetings, and
strategic investor connections.

Catalyzing Sustainable Infrastructure for Trade and Job Growth
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PROJECT PORTFOLIO & SDG IMPACT



Nearly 90% of global energy needs are still met by fossil fuels and traditional fuels such as fuelwood
and charcoal. The Fair has responded by highlighting nearly USD 15 billion in clean energy project
proposals that support countries’ transition efforts.

Colombia is harnessing renewable energy to promote inclusive development and expand access
in underserved regions. In late 2022, it presented a rural electrification programme for La Guajira
at a dedicated Fair event in New York. At the 2023 Fair, it introduced the Terra clean energy
initiative, developed with Indigenous communities. Since then, both initiatives  have reached
financial closure and have advanced toward implementation, serving as models for inclusive,
community-based energy transition. Colombia also showcased the Puerto Carreño solar project,
part of the USD 260 million Energy Territories Programme. These efforts reflect the country’s
growing commitment to sustainable energy solutions and its use of the Fair to spotlight national
priorities and engage international partners.

Namibia is building significant momentum in the clean energy sector. It presented a national
strategy to develop a large-scale green hydrogen industry, including outlining the ‘SDG Namibia One’
blended-finance platform, at the April 2022 Fair. This strategic vision has since evolved into the
Namibia Southern Corridor Development Initiative (SCDI), anchored by a USD 10 billion partnership
with Hyphen Hydrogen Energy to develop a gigawatt-scale green hydrogen project in Tsau/Khaeb
National Park. In partnership with the Fair, Namibia hosted an investor outreach session to promote
priority PPPs, followed by a green hydrogen forum in October 2024. The event brought together 40
investors, developers, and experts, fostering new ties, and offering guidance on project bankability.
UN-DESA continues to support Namibia in advancing an investment-ready clean energy pipeline,
including through capacity building on developing bankable projects.

In April 2019, Egypt presented an investment proposal for a USD 4 billion solar energy project in the
Aswan region. Today, the BenBan solar park is operational, with 34 power plants, each with a capacity
of 50 MWs. The project reduces 2 million tonnes of carbon emissions each year, setting Egypt on
course to reach a target under its NDC to attain a 42% renewable energy mix by 2035.  
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Advancing a Just Energy Transition

https://www.afdb.org/en/success-stories/egypt-benban-model-clean-energy-production-africa-60169


Every year, up to 8.4 million lives are lost in low- and middle-income countries due to poor-
quality healthcare. Ensuring no one is left behind requires urgent investments in
strengthened health systems and technologies to improve care and health equity. Through
the Fair, nearly USD 1.5 billion in prospective health care projects have been presented.

In April 2024, Brazil unveiled the New Center for Final Processing of Immunobiologicals
(NCPFI), a transformative project aimed at establishing Latin America’s largest vaccine
packaging facility in Santa Cruz, Brazil. This initiative will significantly enhance Brazil’s role
in global vaccine production and distribution, transitioning the country from being a net
importer to a major exporter of vaccines, capable of meeting 98% of its domestic demand
and supplying over 70 countries. The project builds on a USD 300 million equity
contribution from Fiocruz-BioManguinhos, a government-backed biotech research and
innovation agency, with additional financing efforts currently underway.

Kenya pitched a public-private partnership for primary healthcare at the 2021 Fair. After
finding sponsorship and investment, a pilot consisting of just three clinics has now
expanded throughout the country. As a result, patient intake has increased by 92% and
thousands of people have gained access to affordable care. Kenya was also the first country
to benefit from technical assistance through the Fair which provided targeted support to
enhance the investment readiness of 3 innovative SDG investment initiatives. For example,
a groundbreaking health development impact bond—launched after the Fair with support
for investor targeting and stakeholder engagement—exceeded its initial issuance target
and catalyzed a second tranche backed by CIFF, the Government of Kenya, UN agencies via
the Joint SDG Fund, and Bridges Outcomes Partnerships, enabling the scale-up of a
successful social enterprise and the expansion of adolescent health services nationwide.
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Investing in Health Systems that Leave No One Behind

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/quality-health-services
https://investinternational.nl/case/partnership-for-primary-care/


Every year an estimated 827,000 people die around the world from lack of clean
water and poor sanitation. The Fair has showcased innovative and high-impact
Water & Sanitation projects to help close these critical service gaps.

At the 2019 Fair, Indonesia’s Ministry of Public Works and Housing presented the
Jatiluhar Regional Water Supply project, one of three tenders under PPP
procurement. A deal was signed in February 2021 for the USD 142 million
investment. As a result, access to clean water in Jakarta is set to increase by 4,000
liters per second, reduce dependence on groundwater, and contribute to lower
morbidity and mortality from diseases linked to poor water quality.

In July 2025, Ecuador presented a USD 16 million project to deliver a new potable
water system for Bahía de Caráquez and Leónidas Plaza, two parishes in Sucre
Municipality that faced 15 years of water shortages, including a complete service
outage in the six months leading up to the Fair. The project will improve intake,
treatment, and distribution infrastructure, and enhance water resource
management. It also includes the creation of a municipal public utility to ensure
transparency and financial sustainability. With technical studies from the IADB
and support from the Ministry of Finance, the initiative aims to restore access to
safe drinking water for nearly 88,000 people and serves as a national pilot for
PPPs in the WASH sector.
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Scaling Water and Sanitation Infrastructure to Close Service Gaps

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/sanitation
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/sanitation


Globally, an estimated 3.3 billion people lack a digital ID usable for online services, and
1.4 billion adults remain outside the digital payment ecosystem. Analysis suggests that
digital identity systems can contribute around 6% GDP growth in emerging
economies.

Papua New Guinea is scaling digital public infrastructure to expand service access
and financial inclusion. Following targeted capacity-building support to strengthen
project investment readiness across key government agencies, the country
participated in the Fair for the first time. At the 2025 Fair, the government presented
the SevisPNG Digital ID Infrastructure Transition and Commercialization Project, led by
Kumul Consolidated Holdings. The project aims to deploy a nationwide platform—
including SevisPass (digital ID), SevisPortal (government services), and SevisWallet
(digital credentials and payments)—through a PPP structure. In a country where over
75% of adults remain unbanked, the initiative seeks to enable secure authentication,
improve access to public services, and accelerate digital financial inclusion at scale.

Zambia is also advancing its digital transformation through strategic investments in
health information systems. At the same event, it presented the Universal Health
Coverage Digitalization Project, led by the Ministry of Health. The initiative will establish
a sovereign health data cloud to securely manage scheme data, reduce fraud, and
streamline operations across the National Health Insurance Scheme. It aims to address
persistent challenges in data capture and claims management, while increasing
coverage—particularly for poor and vulnerable populations—and strengthening access
to insured health services nationwide.
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Digital and Tech Investment for Transformative Impact

https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099031025172027713/pdf/P505739-84c5073b-9d40-4b83-a211-98b2263e87dd.pdf#:~:text=an%20estimated%20850%20million%20people,Kunt
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Growth in the agricultural sector, combined with improved market access, is particularly effective
in reducing poverty, as it provides widespread employment opportunities for low-income
households and generates substantial economic spillovers across services and agro-processing.

Mauritania is working to expand domestic agro-industrial capacity to reduce its dependence on
food imports and strengthen national food security. At the 2024 Fair, the Investment Promotion
Agency (APIM) presented a $446 million project to build a large-scale sugar complex in the Foum
Gleita region. The project aims to cultivate 17,000 hectares of irrigated land and produce 250,000
tonnes of sugar annually—covering around 63% of domestic demand. The initiative has since
secured financing through a 30-year agreement with Al Badri Group and is set to begin
operations within three years.

Rwanda is modernizing its agriculture sector through large-scale irrigation and commercial
farming. At the 2021 Fair, the Government presented the Gabiro Agribusiness Hub, a flagship
initiative that has already attracted both local and foreign direct investors. The project has
become Rwanda’s first large-scale, job-creating commercial farming model and is now planned
for replication in other parts of the country. It combines irrigated production with integrated
services and agro-processing, strengthening market access, supporting smallholder
participation, and contributing to national food security and climate resilience.

Kenya is strengthening rural financial systems to expand access to capital for farmers and agri-
SMEs. Building on this effort, the Fair provided feasibility support to operationalize the Rural
Kenya Financial Inclusion Facility (RK‑FINFA) including validating financial modeling and
advancing regulatory reforms that enable SACCOs, specialized agricultural lenders, and national
commercial banks to benefit from the Facility's risk-sharing and on-lending mechanisms.
Operational since 2023, the Facility has seen $120 million in loans disbursed to farmers and agri-
SMEs for investments in value chains and resilience.
 

Strategic Agricultural Investments for Stronger Food Systems

https://www.newtimes.co.rw/article/4478/news/agriculture/how-gabiro-residents-will-benefit-from-agribusiness-hub
https://www.newtimes.co.rw/article/4478/news/agriculture/how-gabiro-residents-will-benefit-from-agribusiness-hub


PROJECT PORTFOLIO LIST
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The Financing for Sustainable Development Office (FSDO) helps governments

finance and implement sustainable development, the 2030 Agenda, and the

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), through: support for intergovernmental

negotiations and global norm-setting; analytical work; and capacity development.

The Strategic Engagement and Policy Integration Branch (SEPIB) of FSDO

organizes high-level intergovernmental and multi-stakeholder dialogues on

Financing for Development. The branch also drives engagement and

collaborations with the private sector through initiatives like the Global Investors

for Sustainable Development Alliance (GISD), in line with the UN Secretary-

General’s vision, and the SDG Investment Fair.

To find out more about the Fair head to https://financing.desa.un.org/SDGIFair

For more information, please contact our team at sdgifair@un.org

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://financing.desa.un.org/SDGIFair
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The information in this document is for information purposes only. UN DESA does not endorse and/or recommend any commercial or
other entity and/or products including financial products, goods, or services. UN DESA cannot be held financially or legally liable for the
use of and reliance of the opinions, estimates, forecasts, and findings in these documents. No reference to UN DESA should be
considered as an advice or recommendation by UN DESA to investors or potential investors in relation to holding, purchasing, or selling
securities or financial products or instruments.

Follow us!

@UNDESA

United Nations Department of Economic and
Social Affairs

SDG Investment Fair

GISD Alliance

https://x.com/UNDESA
https://www.linkedin.com/company/united-nations-department-of-economic-and-social-affairs/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/united-nations-department-of-economic-and-social-affairs/
https://financing.desa.un.org/what-we-do/other/SDG-investment-fair/sdg-investment-fair-home
https://www.gisdalliance.org/

